YES: Create a Park District in Sunsites...

I speak for the Green Space in Sunsites, the space which is home to a golf course
but is also home for the fish in the ponds, the birds, the trees, the ducks, the Great
Blue Heron, wildlife, those inhabitants of our village green space who live there
and will be lost if the green space dies. On the golf course some do chase a little
white ball from time to time. But others think of it as a walking or bike trail or
play there to exercise their dogs; while still others fish the ponds or bird watch.
All in the village and those who visit here benefit from the clean, fresh air, the
shade, relief from heat provided by ponds and the grassy retreat which nourishes
our spirit. Greater than a golf course, this green space is the literal living
centerpiece of our village.

I do NOT want it to die. If Shadow Mountain golf course is closed, if the pumps
are shut down, the ponds will dry up, the fish, trees and grass will die, the birds
and ducks will leave, tumbleweeds and the desert will reclaim this space. Many
remember the original nine hole golf course (boundaries Tracy, Sage, Irene and
Justin streets) around which patio homes were built and we all know it now as
twelve acres of weeds and dead trees. If the golf course is allowed to die, what is
now a vibrant green space will suffer the same fate. Then, people will leave,
properties will be devalued, businesses will close and village life as we know it
will gradually die as well.

The financial companion in this scenario is that property taxes will rise
dramatically as there are fewer and fewer homeowners and businesses to support
the fire district, the schools, junior college, county government, the twelve or
more entities which are currently supported by property tax dollars.

The QUESTION for some long time has been and still is: How do we go forward,
preserving this irreplaceable green space. What is needed to maintain operation
of the golf course and restaurant, key elements to its survival.

Three things are required: dedicated people, many dollars and the vision and
will to keep this village alive.



People:

Dollars:

How much Money? Based on actual cost of operations for past two years, the
minimum required capital for 2011 is roughly $310,000. Note that this is based
on 2.5 paid employees and continuing contributions of dozens of volunteers.
(That figure does not include legally executed lease to operate the golf course,
liquor license, utility deposits or increased personnel/other costs should the golf
course move forward under different management.) NOTE: complete budget
figures and disclosures are posted and available in the Shadow Mountain Club
House.

The Bottom Line is: There is continuing shortfall in income. Something must
change or the Golf Course must close. Hence,



